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What are peatlands?

A plant material accumulated over millennia under water saturated conditions
A fed by rainwater only (bogs) or surface water, groundwater and rainwater (fer
Adaz2Atf 2NAIFIYAO YFGGSNI O2yGSyday on 02
A Central and Northern Europe: drained for agriculture and forestry
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What happens when peatlands are drained?

ASubsidence Holme fen (GB)
o loss of buoyancy, consolidation NS TR,
o mineralisation (= C{emission)

i
original peat thickness 6.7 m

ground surface
- 3m ~

e i e e — .

L2 m —— '—-‘
thickness of peat e ——
1m
1850, year 1900, 1950 2000

(Source: Waltham, 2000; Mercian Geologist; photo: wikipedia.or
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What happens when peatlands are drained?

ASubsidence and mineralisation

AChanges of the peat properties
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(Source: www.miresubstrates.com)
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What happens when peatlands are drained?

ASubsidence and mineralisation

AChanges of the peat properties
a water repellence, reduced infiltration and ponding
a changed pore size distribution
u erosion
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