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What are peatlands? 

Ąplant material accumulated over millennia under water saturated conditions 

Ąfed by rainwater only (bogs) or surface water, groundwater and rainwater (fens)   

Ąǎƻƛƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΥ ол ǘƻ Ғмлл ҈   

ĄCentral and Northern Europe: drained for agriculture and forestry 
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ÅSubsidence 

ü loss of buoyancy Ą consolidation  

ü mineralisation (= CO2 emission) 

 

What happens when peatlands are drained?  

(Source: Waltham, 2000; Mercian Geologist; photo: wikipedia.org ) 

Holme fen (GB) 
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ÅSubsidence and mineralisation 

ÅChanges of the peat properties  

 

What happens when peatlands are drained?  

Fibric Sedge peat Strongly 

degraded peat 

(Source: www.mire-substrates.com) 
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ÅSubsidence and mineralisation 

ÅChanges of the peat properties 

ü water repellence, reduced infiltration and ponding 

ü changed pore size distribution 

ü erosion 

 

What happens when peatlands are drained?  

(Photo: www.yppartnership.org.uk) 


